‘Final’  word on language:
Finally: language and values

What is gossip? What – if any – is its purpose?

What is the kind of language (value) we apply when we gossip?

What are the next two tiers after first class on planes? Why?

Language is used to influence and persuade;

1. Emotionally laden language…

“I’m very upset…” 

http://www.sunnewsnetwork.ca/sunnews/politics/archives/2013/05/20130521-095404.html
What, if any, is the difference between free speech and hate speech?

2. Weasel words

Gawker’s motto is Today’s gossip is tomorrow’s news

Common Reasons Why Euphemisms are Used

1. To make difficult or emotional situations more tolerable:
("the loved one" vs "body," "cadaver," "corpse," etc.) 

2. To deceive (conceal the truth); ("culturally-deprived area" vs "slum": 
"air support missions" vs "aerial bombardment") 

3. To lend "status": ("sanitary engineer" vs "janitor, garbageman";
"senior citizen" vs "retiree") 

4. To lend "social acceptability": ("motion discomfort bag" vs "vomit sack";
"recycling center" or "waste management center" vs "dump") 

5. Advertising; appeals to vanity: ("husky" or "pretty-plus" sizes vs "overly large" [plump, fat] sizes), etc. 

6. Political 'Propaganda': "the evil empire", "axis of evil", etc.
(language intended to 'demonize' a perceived opponent) 

7. Inadvertent "technicalization" of language by engineers, sociologists, administrators, etc.
(cf. "receiving waters" or "effluent" [of a sewage treatment plant]) 

8. Or, avoidance (cf. Finnish kontio, otso, vs. karhu), political correctness, etc. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=h6z3GVb3uIo&NR=1&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1&safe=active
3. Revealing and concealing: to conceal certain aspects of reality:

4. Grammar: the active versus the passive.

Many houses were destroyed.

We destroyed many houses.

The Language Inventory:

When you hear or read or observe something, how do you know what it means? 

Where does meaning "come from"? 

What does "meaning" mean? 

How can you tell what something "is" or whether it is? 

Where do words come from? 

Where do symbols come from? 

Why do symbols change? 

Where does knowledge come from?

 What do you think are some of man's most important ideas? 

Where did they come from? Why? How? Now what?

 What's a "good idea"? 

How do you know when a good or live idea becomes a bad or dead idea? 

Which of man's ideas would we be better off forgetting? How do you decide? 

What is "progress"? 

What is "change"? 

What are the most obvious causes of change? 

What are the least apparent? 

What conditions are necessary in order for change to occur? 

What kinds of change are going on right now? 

Which are important? 

How are they similar or different from other changes that have occurred?

 What are the relationships between new ideas and change?

 Where do new ideas come from? How come? So what?

 If you wanted to stop one of the changes going on right now (pick one), how would you go about it?

What consequences would you have to consider? 

Of the important changes going on in our society, which should be considered and which resisted? Why? How? 

What are the most important changes that have occurred in the past ten years? twenty years? fifty years? In the last year? In the last six months? Last month? 

What will be the most important changes next month? Next year? Next decade? How can you tell? So what? 

What would you change if you could? 

How might you go about it? 

Of those changes which are about to occur, which would you stop, if you could? W
