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Deals with human thoughts and actions 
Gives an understanding of goodness and moral choice 
Ethics deals with how people should be 
 
Why be moral? 
How did you gain your own sense of right and wrong? 
 
What do you consider to be informed opinion? 
How informed do you have to be to understand and evaluate? 
 
Ethics is comprised of critical argument 
 
What do you think of the following quote by Kofi Annan: 
 
 “Unprecedented wealth coexists with terrible deprivation, as a quarter of the world’s 
people remain mired in poverty.” (1998) 

 
Fast forward:   Poverty Facts and Stats 

Almost half the world — over three billion people — live on less than $2.50 a day: 
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You have witnessed a man rob a bank, but then, he did something completely unusual and unexpected 
with the money. He donated it to an orphanage that was poor, run-down and lacking in proper food, 
care, water and amenities. The sum of money would be a great benefit to the orphanage, and the 
children’s lives would turn from poor to prosperous. Would you: 
a: Call the police and report the robber, even though they would likely take the money away from the 
orphanage, or 
b: Do nothing and leave the robber and the orphans alone? 
 
II: 
You are a developer at a photo outlet. There have been six instances over the past several weeks in 
which the same parents have taken film to you for developing. In those pictures you have processed, 
you have seen those parents with a little boy, obviously their young son. In three of those six cases, the 
child appeared to be injured in some way. One time, he had a bruise, one time he had a burn, one time 
he had multiple bruises and a cast. The first time you saw him with some degree of injury, you just 
thought to yourself, “Well, kids will be kids,” but, now that you have seen him this way three out of six 
times, you are starting to grow concerned that these parents could be abusing their child. 
 
You know the policy at your outlet is to “Report questionable photos”, but you fear that if you do so, the 
police will take outrageous measures to try to “protect” this child. The parents could be totally innocent 
after all, but a child protective agency may take the child without any thought. This would leave the 
parents facing criminal charges, an expensive court case and possibly have to keep fighting to win their 
child back, even if found not guilty. 
 



On the other hand, maybe the parents are harming their son and to not intervene would mean he will 
have to endure more of this cruel treatment, maybe indefinitely. 
 
You consider asking his parents what the relationship is between them and their child, but for all you 
know, they might just lie to protect themselves. 
What would you do? 
 
III: 
Jim has the responsibility of filling a position in his firm. His friend Paul has applied and is qualified, but 
someone else seems even more qualified. Jim wants to give the job to Paul, but he feels guilty, believing 
that he ought to be impartial. That’s the essence of morality, he initially tells himself. This belief is, 
however, rejected, as Jim resolves that friendship has a moral importance that permits, and perhaps 
even requires, partiality in some circumstances. So he gives the job to Paul. Was he right? 
 
Moooving on: 
 
Is eating meat a moral issue, involving moral choice?  
 


