	Method of Development
	Characteristic 1
	Characteristic 2
	Characteristic 3

	Narrative


	Chief purpose is to tell a story: 

Look for narrative hook as opener, as well as anecdotes, analogies
	Often first person, but second (you) is applied to draw in the reader, and narrative essays can be in third person
	Choice of details: flashback, foreshadowing, symbol as well as choice of transitions (often chronological): how does the story unfold

	Descriptive


	Purpose is to detail/engage the senses, so look for  imagery:

Five types

Plus kinetic and kinesthetic
	Attention to detail:

Far more concrete than abstract
	Figurative language: simile, metaphor, allusion, personification, etc.
As well as active rather than passive verbs

	Example and Illustration


	Purpose is to make the topic accessible/

relatable to the audience, so look for transitions that link one idea to the next
	Facts and figures provide examples as do quotations from others and references to other people’s ideas and experiences
	Can include: personal experiences (1st person pov); experiences of others; hypothetical situations (Say, for example, you were…)

	Argumentative 


	A: Purpose is to convince the audience that thesis is correct, credible, so look for logical platforms (reasoning that is inductive , deductive or combination of both)
	Deductive reasoning is applying a general principle to a specific situation to reach a conclusion; it follows from many similar situations; therefore, it should again
	Inductive considers the specific situation to pose a general outcome; eg. Chris Hadfield’s experience in space might lead us to draw conclusions about our own.

	Persuasive


	P: Purpose is to convince through emotion, as people do not tend to be wholly rational, thus look for connotative language
	Diction is key in both A&P: besides connotation, look for hyperbole, understatement, use of repetition, irony
	Persuasive writing is subjective; thus appeal to fear of the unknown might be evident , as well it often means to provoke some kind of  audience response

	Cause and Effect

	Explores either the reasons WHY something happens or the result of WHAT occurs (but consider most events have multiple causes and effects)
	Look for transitions that between reasons or outcomes; they may follow sequentially or be unrelated to each other
	Look for unity; everything in the exploration of a specific event must link to it; consider subjectivity and bias may be evident in the writing

	Process Analysis

	Purpose is to explain how to do something/to instruct
	Either directional (logical sequence of step by step) or informational (offers a lesson or teaches about particular event or behavior)
	Strategies include coherence; particularly chronological, spatial, logical; thus, transitions are key


	Classification and division


	Purpose is to separate and group into distinct categories based on specific characteristics (common points/ comparison )
	Enough distinction is defined/characterized so that categories do not overlap
	Again, transitions come into play in order to build coherence within overall work, yet to show the differences between varying categories
	


