Quotes from Oedipus Rex – as presented in the play
Prologue

Oedipus - 
Speak before all

 Their plight concerns me now, more than my life.
Key term:
irony – in case of a play, dramatic irony

Creon - 
There is an unclean thing, Born and nursed on our soil, polluting our soil Which must be driven away, not kept to destroy us.


exposition – the reason why crops are failing, women are barren, etc.; in part the unsolved murder of Laius, King of Thebes prior to Oedipus

Episode I

Oedipus - 
No matter who he may be, he is forbidden
 Shelter or intercourse with any man/In all this country over which I rule; From fellowship of prayer or sacrifice/ or lustral rite is excommunicated; Expelled from every house, unclean, accursed.


dramatic irony and foreshadowing

Teiresias:
You are the cursed polluter of this land.


complication – conflict now established between Oedipus and Teriesias;


Character – the darker side of Oedipus emerges as he accuses Teiresias of colluding with Creon to overthrow the throne

Teiresias:
The killer of Laius – that man is here;

 Passing for an alien, a sojourner here among us;

But as presently shall appear, a Theban born,

to his cost. He that came seeing, blind shall he go;

Rich now, then a beggar; stick-in-hand, groping his way

To a land of exile; brother, as it shall be shown,

And father at once, to the children he cherishes; son, and husband, to the woman who bore him; father-killer,

And father-supplanter.

When you can prove me wrong, then call me blind.



FORESHADOWING!!!!!

Episode II

Creon -
Reason with yourself,



As I; and ask, would any man exchange



A quiet life, with royal rank assured? To be a king



In name, was never part of my ambition;



Enough for me to live a kingly life.



What more could any moderate man desire?



I have your ear for all my fair requests;



But, in your place, I should have much to do that irked me.


character – Creon shows Oedipus how he has the best of both worlds and is not the traitor Oedipus suspects
Jocasta -
For I can tell you,


No man possesses the secret of divination…

character – arrogance on the part of Jocasta in that she tried to circumvent – nice word, huh – the ruling of the gods. She has acquired a false sense of security which is never good in a tragedy.

Jocasta -
No. when he came back,


And found you king in his late master’s place,


He earnestly begged me to let him go away…

realization – Oedipus begins to unravel the riddle of Teiresias with background information provided by Jocasta

Oedipus - 
He paid with interest for his temerity;


Quick as lightning, the staff in this right hand


Did its work. He tumbled headlong out of the carriage …


The prophecy no longer seems as absurd as Oedipus continues:


Am I not utterly foul?


Banished from here, and in my banishment


Debarred from my home and my fatherland,


Which I must shun for ever, lest I live


To make my mother my wife, and kill my father…
Jocasta -
A fig for divination! After this


I would not cross the road for any of it.


Theban origin of why did the chicken cross…

Episode III
Jocasta -
Fear? What does a man have to do with fear?
Chance rules our lives, and the future in all unknown,


Best live as best we may, from day to day.


Nor need this mother-marrying frighten you;


Many a man has dreamt as much
Again, both arrogance and a little Freud – also known as Oedipus complex; for girls, it is the Electra complex

Oedipus -
There is nothing to fear. Though I be proved slave-born



To the third generation, your honour is not impugned.


A little misunderstanding as Oedipus thinks Jocasta is embarrassed about 

class (that he is less than her) but it she is upset because she remembers a baby, a curse and a solution that she realizes did not happen.

Oedipus -
 I am the child of Fortune,

The giver of good, and I shall not be shamed.

She is my mother; my sisters are the Season;

My rising and my falling march with theirs.

Born thus, I ask to be no other man

Than that I am, and will know who I am.
Dramatic irony here; he will indeed discover his true identity before the darkness falls (literally and metaphorically) thus proving Teiresias’ words correct

Episode IV
Oedipus - 
O Light! May I never look on you again,



Revealed as I am, sinful in my begetting,



Sinful in marriage, sinful in shedding of blood!
Symbolism – light is associated with goodness and purity; darkness with evil; furthermore, darkness is the inability to see; now that he sees, he will not see.

Exodos – final act

Attendant - 
Thus two have sinned; and on two heads, not one –


On man and wife – falls mingled punishment.



Jocasta has hung herself in shame; Oedipus blinds himself
Oedipus -
How could I meet my father beyond the grave

With seeing eyes; or my unhappy mother,


Against whom I have committed such heinous sin


As no mere death could pay for? Could I still love


To look at my children begotten as they were begotten?


Oedipus provides the reason as to his blindness; now like Teiresias he sees what he could not. Speaks to the inherent decency of the man

Creon -
My friends, remember your respect for the Lord of Life,


The Sun above us – if not for the children of men.


The unclean must not remain in the eye of day;


Nor earth nor air nor water may receive it.


Take him within; piety at least demands

That none but kinsmen should hear and see such suffering.

One could argue poetic justice in that Oedipus now must abide by his own punishment -  banishment because he is found to be the unclean one and if Creon, now the ruler, lets him stay, the plight on the land will never clear as the gods will remain angry.
