Religion as an Area of Knowledge:

Begin with classifying our approaches to religion

Theism: belief in a god (Judaism Islam Christianity)

Pantheism: belief that God is everything and everything is a part of God

(Hinduism, Taosim)

Atheism: deny the existence of creator God; universe is material and has no spiritual dimension

Agnosticism: open to but skeptical of concept of God

These are metaphysical stances which cannot be proven true or false by way of empiricism.

The Nature of God:


How do we approach God?

Language is our access to considering God; what does God the word mean?

Consider all the nuances and ambiguities of language. How can we describe God?


How do we sense God?

Anthropomorphism:  god as Morgan Freeman 

So did God create man in his own image or is the inverse more valid?

The creation of Adam....


OR: 
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What is your sense of God? Do you have what some call a personal God? Is your God emergent from pantheistic approach to nature and the universe?

God of the Philosophers:

To avoid anthropomorphism we ought to describe God in abstract language.  The GOTP is:

Omnipotent



all powerful*

Omniscient



all knowing

Omnipresent



always present

Omniamorous


all loving

Such characteristics apply to  God as Creator of the Universe

However, such loaded words carry paradoxes with them.

Could God create a rock he could not lift?

*Very much depends, as we discussed, what we mean by powerful. Further, power and powerful as defined by us remain constructs of our language and our perception.

The paradox of omnipotence:  

Back to the rock:

 if he can, he is not all powerful; 

if he cannot, he is not all powerful...

The paradox of change:

If one is at the pinnacle of perfection, any change alters that and one cannot be more perfect which means any change diminishes and makes less perfect

The paradox of suffering:

God is all loving and does not want us to suffer and God is all powerful and can stop our suffering... If so, what accounts for all the suffering in the world?

The paradox of free will:

If God knows everything he knows the future; he knows how our lives will unfold; if one knows the outcome, the path, how much of a role does free will  play  in our lives?

Could it be simply that we are too limited in our ability to understand to comprehend the infinite. We are finite; God is not.

