Key terms for public


Allegory: extended metaphor in which objects, people and actions in a narrative are equated with significance beyond the work itself. It represents an abstract idea or qualities which are often personified by particular characters. The relationships between these abstractions are then represented by the setting and the actions. Allegory plays two roles: one in the immediate characters and unfolding actions and the other in the larger ideas they represent.

Allusion: a figure of speech making casual reference to a famous historical figure, literary figure or event. Biblical allusions are common in English literature.
Analogy: a comparison of two things that is similar in certain respects. It is useful as a means of exposition as a way of explaining an unfamiliar object or idea through comparison with a more familiar one. In argumentation, analogy is useful to create contentions, that idea A behaves a certain way and since B is alike A, it too will behave a certain way is particular circumstances.

Apostrophe: a figure of speech in which someone (- usually but not always - absent), some abstract quality, or a non-existent personage is directly addressed as though present. 

Archetype: archetype applies to an image, a plot pattern, a character type, a description that occurs frequently throughout literature. The notion is these images, plots, etc. evoke  in the reader’s unconscious memory that may not be logical but is reactionary. It is something familiar enough through its recurrence to be easily recognized by the reader.

Argumentation: one of the four chief forms of essay writing (also known as methods of development); the others are exposition, narration and description. Its purpose is to convince the reader by establishing the truth of falsity of a proposition. It is often combined with exposition. 

Balance: refers to that structure in which parts of a sentence - as words, phrases or clauses - are set off against each other in position so as to emphasize a contrast in meaning. 

*Balance can be used to describe the proportion among the various elements of a given piece of writing. 

Bias: attitude or opinion - the viewpoints that a writer presents in an attempt to influence the readership. 

Blank space: the dimension of a photo/visual left empty, often deliberately to draw attention to and emphasize other aspects of the image; also known as negative space 

Cacophony: the use of harsh or hard to pronounce sounds usually for the purpose of describing a harsh or unpleasant subject.

Caption: the words beneath a photograph/political cartoon that explains the subject and give background information. 

Chorus: from the Greek theatre, a group of singers and dancers whose role evolved into commentators between scenes whose role was to remark upon the unfolding action, both to respond to the dialogue and actions of the main characters and to foreshadow future events.

Closing by return: a restatement - either in the closing sentence of a paragraph or in the conclusion of an essay - of the main idea expressed within the topic sentence or thesis statement found within the opening paragraph. 

Coherence: a fundamental principle of composition which demands that the parts of any piece of writing be so arranged and bear such a relationship one to the other that the whole may be immediately clear and intelligible. 


Along with closing by return, there are other methods of coherence:



Use of transitional words to link between sentences and between paragraphs



Use of repetition of key words and phrases that are found in the passage



Use of parallel structure. Parallel structure is a grammatical device by which sentences model or imitate each other in terms of their structure. It creates a sense of rhythm in the flow of the work.  Political speeches are models of parallel structure.



Use of pronoun – antecedent agreement (in ordinary words, pronouns agree in Number – single or plural with the nouns they replace. I just used it: they replaced nouns1)

Comparison: to illustrate similarities (MAINLY) and differences between pieces of writing. 

Connotation: refers to the emotional overtones the words has in the reader’s mind. Some words have only a few connotations; others have many. 

Contrast: a device by which element (idea or object) is thrown into opposition to another for the sake of emphasis and clarity. The effect is to make both contrasted ideas clearer than either would have been if described by itself. 

Conventions: special techniques characteristic of a particular form of writing 

Camera Angle: angle at which the camera is pointed at the subject; related closely to camera movement and distance 

There are several: ground level, eye level, bird’s eye view are the most common

Colloquial language/colloquialism: the language we speak. Expressions such as well, okay, a lot or kids (and I am sure you can think of others) are perfectly acceptable in informal speech, but not appropriate in formal essays; colloquialisms are found in literature within the dialogue of characters; for example, Scout’s speech in To Kill a Mockingbird 

Copy: the text used in a poster; the written or spoken text in an advertisement 

Denotation: a word’s literal or dictionary meaning; closely linked to connotation 

Dialect: the speech of two groups (two people representing two groups) - both speaking the same language that exhibits very marked differences - the groups or people are said to speak dialects of the same language (Think West Moon) 

Dialogue: conversation of two or more people as reproduced in writing it advances the action in a definite way; it is consistent with the character of the speakers, their social positions and special interests; it varies in tone and expression according to nationalities, occupation, social levels of speakers; it gives the impression of naturalness; it presents interplay of ideas and personalities among the people conversing; it varies in diction, rhythm, phrasing, sentence length; it can serve as relief from and lightness of effect to passages which are essentially serious or expository in nature 

Dominant image: part of a design that is most important, powerful, or has the most influence. A certain colour can be dominant, and so can an object, line, shape or texture 

Elegy: a poetic meditation of formal style that focuses upon a serious and sombre theme such as death. Open inspired by the death of a particular person, but it can also apply to a poem written as a general observation or the expression of a solemn mood. Elegy follows the classical form, and focuses primarily upon death, love or war. Elegies have specific types, such as the Pastoral written in dignified language as a means of expression grief at the loss of a friend.

Elements: component parts and contributing factors that combine to create an overall effect be it in a piece of writing or in a visual 

Emphasis: written text - dictates that important elements be given important positions and adequate development whether in the sentence, the paragraph or the whole composition. Emphasis can be created by (i) repetition of important ideas, (ii) development of important ideas through supplying plenty of specific detail, (iii) giving more space to the important ideas, (iv) contrasting one element with another; (v) careful selection of ideas; (vi) climatic order 

Emphasis: visual - drawing attention by use of colour, size or placement 

Epiphany: literal meaning - the showing forth of a divine being. A critical term based upon the writing of James Joyce who used it to define an event in which the essence of s being -a person, object, event - was suddenly understood and realized. An intuitive grasp of reality instantly achieved in which something ordinary is viewed in a new light

Eulogy: a formal, dignified speech or writing highly praising a person or thing; eulogies are usually given after the someone=s death in a funeral or memorial service 

Euphony: a style in which combinations of words pleasant to the ear predominate 

Exaggeration: stretching the truth; making something (idea, story, character) seem larger or greater than it really is; increase beyond normal proportions  Hyperbole is another word for this

Eye rhyme: rhyme that appears to be correct from its spelling but is actually pronounced differently. Also know as half rhyme or slant rhyme. Examples: move and love; lose and hose.

Frame/panel: a single section of a comic, showing one moment in the story being told. Moist cartoons consist of a single frame; comics consist of a series of frames 

Gothic: from the Germanic tribe, the Goths, the term was later expanded to encompass the medieval in general. The term commonly refers to a style of architecture but when applied to literature it meant any form offensive to the sensibilities of neo-Classicists. However, to the Romantics who followed the term had positive connotations, meaning a style that was primitive, natural, wild, free, romantic, genuine. Gothic style, therefore, has variety, mystery, supernatural, richness to it

Hook (narrative): within the opening paragraph, the part of the lead meant to attract the reader’s attention; it can be controversial, questioning, amusing, surprising 

Hyperbole: in poetry: an over-exaggeration to show intensity of feeling 

Intended audience: the appropriate reader or viewer; determines the tone, diction, presentation of a piece of writing or of a visual 

Juxtaposition: the strong contrast create when directly aligned; to place close together or side-by-side to emphasize contrast.

Light: the bright parts of a visual suggesting illumination - lighting/shading 

Memoir: form of autobiographical writing dealing with the recollections of prominent people or people who have been a part of or have witnessed significant events 

Motif: a recurring structure, prevailing idea or device that carries throughout a play, story, novel and is intended to develop the work’s theme. 

Movement: a sense of energy in a visual, determined by the spaces between shapes and by the shapes themselves . also evident by use of Line 

Onomatopoeia: word whose sounds suggests or imitates the sound of an action, object or noise they stand for: buzz, crack, zip 

Oxymoron: the bringing together of two contradictory terms intended for sharp emphasis sad joy

Paradox: a statement which appears contradictory but is actually well-founded or true. Paradox is used to grab the reader’s attention, for emphasis.

Paraphrase: to restate or summarize in your own words 

Parody: a composition imitating another, usually serious, piece of work. It is designed to ridicule in nonsensical fashion, or to criticize by brilliant fashion, an original piece of work or its author; similar to caricature and cartoon in art 

Persuasion: the art of winning the reader over to an idea or particular point of view 

Perspective: the illusion of creating three-dimensional views of objects; through intersecting lines and by careful spacing of objects of different sizes, an illusion of depth can be created in a picture 

Poetic forms: include free verse, haiku, ballad, sonnet, lyric, concrete, found  - there is a lot one needs to know about poetry, but definitely review Free Verse and Lyric
much has been written about this particular term, so for the sake of your sanity, I have subdivided aspects of the poetic form:

rhythm: a degree of regularity to create a sense of uniformity in which shifts are made but there is a constant return to the basic pattern. Within the rhythm, the ear recognizes particular accents at stated intervals within the pattern. Poetry offers many types of rhythmic patterns - from the easily recognized iambic pentameter to free verse. Rhyme is readily a key way to distinguish poetic forms from prose.

order (arrangement): the format of verse patterns - the combination of rhyme and rhythm- create an arrangement of phrases and clauses. The can include the use of inversion (placing sentences elements out of their normal positions) and syncope (cutting short of words by the omission of a letter or syllable). Poetry involves compactness in order to create intense unity.

concreteness: poetry deals with the specific, the use of concrete images in order to convey abstract thoughts and images to the reader. Descriptive language and sensory imagery comes into play. Connotation is also significant. Therefore, poetic forms rely upon figurative language - such as simile, metaphor personification.

lyric: poetic form, brief in length relying strongly on imagination, emotion and melody and intended to create a single unified impression in the reader. Lyric poems follow rhythm patterns and consist of rhymed or unrhymed verses. The form of the lyric has varied over the centuries but the intent behind it -a single passionate poetic expression on a particular topic or about a significant emotion -has not.

sonnet: lyric poetry of a deliberate fourteen line form. There are two characteristic types of sonnet, known as Italian  (Petrarchan) and English (Shakespearian.)
Petrarchan: divided into two sections -consisting of the octave (eight lines) and sestet (six lines) The octave has a rhyme scheme which follows the abbaabbba pattern, and the sestet follows the rhyme scheme of  cdecde, cdcdcd, or cdedce. The sonnet has the formula of a question, problem, doubt, conflict or vision  being raised, and then the sestet answers, responds to, solves or understands the vision. Iambic pentameter is the usual meter for this style of sonnet.

Shakespearian: divided into four sections - three quatrains (each of four lines) and a rhyming couplet. The typical rhyme scheme is abab, cdcd, efef, gg. The couplet serves a quick comment or close to the queries or examinations of the preceding quatrains.

Propaganda: attempts to sway popular opinion and beliefs through distortions of the truth or outright lies 

Proportion: the comparative relationship between parts of a visual 

Realism: the effort of representing actuality as closely as possible within literature. 
Sensory detail: words that evoke and involve the reader’s sense of sight (visual), hearing (auditory), smell (olfactory), taste (gustatory) and touch (tactile)

Shadow: showing gradual change from light to dark or dark to light in a visual by darkening areas that would be shadowed and leaving other areas light; shadowing is used to create illusions of dimensions and depth 

Space: the distance or area between, around, above, below or within things. Space can isolate an object or make it stand out; it can also create tension between objects 

Style: quite simply, the tone and manner of one’s writing as evident though the deliberate arrangement of words in order to best express the writer’s ideas. Style is comprised of the idea expressed and the individuality of the writer. Diction and its connotative power has much to do with style. Elements of coherence also create a particular style. 

Topic sentence: expresses the main idea of a paragraph 

Transitions: links between paragraphs/ideas that show the connection and create unity and coherence 

Unity: refers to way in which the pictures, objects and words complement each other in a visual presentation; in writing, the idea that all parts are related to an overall idea or thesis 


Visual Terms
background: the part of the picture that seems to be farthest from the viewer

balance: the deliberate placement of objects together in an image to highlight one or all of them. Balance involves symmetry, asymmetry, formal, informal, radial – focal point is at the centre of the image.
contrast: difference between two or more elements in a composition; juxtaposition of dissimilar elements in a work of art; also, the degree of difference between the lightest and darkest parts of a picture

design:  the plan, conception or organization of a work of art; the arrangement of independent parts (the elements of art) to form a coordinated whole

dominance: the importance of the emphasis of one aspect in relation to all other aspects of a design

emphasis:  special stress given to an element to make it stand out

focal point: the place in a work of art which attention becomes centred because of an element emphasized

foreground: part of a two-dimensional artwork that appears to be nearer the viewer or in the front. 

Middle ground and background are the parts of a picture that appear to be farther and farthest away

juxtaposition: placing two objects next to each other for sharp contrast

motif:
a unit repeated over and over in a pattern; the repeated motif often creates a sense of rhythm

principle of design:  organization of works of art - the ways in which elements of art are arranged - balance, contrast, dominance, emphasis, movement, repetition, rhythm, subordination, variation, unity) 

scale: relative size, proportion - to determine measurements or dimensions within a design or work of art

subordination: making an element appear to hold secondary or lesser importance within a design or work of art

theme:  an idea based on a particular subject

Emphasis

Emphatic Devices

· Rhetorical Questions – “What is the meaning of life?”, “Now, doesn’t that sound like fun?”
 (Voice Mail and the Mating Ritual)
· Purposeful Repetition – It is important you study for your test. If you do not study, you will not get the marks you deserve! So, not studying could cost you valuable marks. 

· Sentence Fragments – So, like, there we were! (I was a Teen Ingenue)
· Sentence Brevity (Short sentences) – He jumped. There was silence. 

· Use of Punctuation – “!”, “….”, “?”, “ –“

· Use of FONT – Hello, Hello! Hello (bold, italics, underlined words as well)

· Use of Parallel Structure – Be sure to eat your supper, complete your homework, and study your notes before going to sleep tonight. 

· Unusual Expressions – “Beep. I’m sorry there must be some mistake. Beep”.

· Effective Diction – Cornucopia, Anguish, Peril 
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