Theory of Knowledge: Final reflection – Language
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As we have discussed, language is dynamic , fluid, confusing and fallible…oh! So human.  Yet can you imagine being without it; can you imagine a world without words. Ironically, you have to respond to the following quotes by way of words; within school there is no other route.
So, read the following observations and, with referring to them, write a minimum 350 word response concerning you and language; which exerts the influence; language upon people or people upon language; is it in us or are we in it?  (wowerds):

John Searle:





He draws a triangle and says, “See this [left-most] point as apex and the [right-hand] side as based. Then he says,  “Now see [the top] point as apex and the [bottom] side as base.” You find that you have a different experience. One is immediately are of two different experiences even though the optical conditions are identical…These are not experiences my dog can have—not because he has not got the optical apparatus, but because he has not got the conceptual apparatus. The words are part of the experience. …Very few people would fall in love if they never had heard about it. I think that there is a profound truth underlying that remark, and it is that the possession of verbal categories like ‘ love’ and ‘hate’ themselves help to shape the experiences they name; the concepts are part of the experience; and  indeed in many cases, it would be impossible to have the experience at all without mastery of the appropriate vocabulary.

Noam Chomsky;



About all we can say at a general level is that the words of our language provide complex perspectives that offer us highly special ways to think about things—to ask for them, tell people about them, etc…People use words to refer to things in complex ways, reflecting interest and circumstances, but the words do not refer; there is no word-thing relation.

